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                                                                          PASTOR’S  PONDERINGS 
 

Spring is here and so much new life brims all around us, and I am finally starting to feel like it’s safe enough to 

really rejoice and savor it! It has been a long hard season with Covid, and while we are always watchful for cases rising 

again and new variants to be mindful of, it feels like the worst is behind us. How lovingly God has tended to us through 

this long hard time, no, beloved? Our world has changed. Maybe I am a little slow but now is when I am finally releasing 

at least some of this long held tension of not being sure how safe it is to breathe. Singing together in worship (with masks 

on!) has felt good and right these past few Sundays. The roses blooming outside the Hanford parsonage (where I live) 

are putting on quite a show.                                                                                                                                            

And of course, these signs of new life coincide with the last weeks of Lent, Holy Week and Easter. We will walk 

together with Jesus again his road through suffering and death, and we will celebrate God’s greatest work of change that 

ever happened, the resurrection! Another pastor pointed out to me how very explicit John’s gospel is in relaying that 

Jesus was resurrected in his body. When Mary grabs onto him, when he lets Thomas touch his hands and side. Bodily 

presence was how we know that it was resurrection and not an apparition.  

And while singing together in worship has felt right, as well as having the availability to participate in worship on 

Facebook is something I want to continue on with, it does feel like we are missing some of our body! At our Re-Visioning 

Workshop last week we shared a little of how Covid changed us, and we have learned that we can worship God anytime, 

anywhere; we have learned to appreciate God’s presence with us and with a small group, anytime, anywhere. That is 

beautiful, it really is! But we also remember as we approach Easter that Resurrection in the body is the reason we 

gather on the first day of the week, every Sunday is a mini feast of remembrance of that greatest ever work of God for 

transformation and new life. As the gathered Body of Christ is the best way for us to see, know, remember, that 

resurrection is real and that the Holy Spirit is moving among us.  

Put another way- I miss seeing you! Others are missing each other as well! Our body feels incomplete, even 

while we rejoice that we who can gather, do, we rejoice that those who can join on Facebook. But our life of faith does 

need the bodily presence. We are still all wearing masks and increasing the ventilation, so coming to church is at least as 

safe, Covid-wise, than most errands anyone runs.  

All that to say, I hope to see you in church soon !!   A blessed Easter to all !!                   --Pastor Michelle  

P.S.   We are moving forward with some new ideas after our Re -Visioning Workshop. In the pattern of the program 

Messy Church, we are looking at starting a new monthly worship service that is fun and family friendly. Stay tuned for 

more information or reach out to Pastor Michelle to learn how you can help!  

Holy Week Schedule:   Maundy Thursday, April 14, Holy Week service at 11:00 AM (masked).                                                                                 

 

  

 

             --Pastor Michelle  
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                     NEWS  BITS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  APRIL   2022 
ALL 10:00 am WORSHIP SERVICES ARE LIVE-STREAMED SUNDAYS VIA FACEBOOK. 

When we worship in-person, masks and social distancing protocols will be observed; as the 
COVID case numbers continue to go down, we will be able to sing and have responsive readings 
with  masks.  Facebook Livestream will be available but no ZOOM dial-in.   Following indoor, in-
person services,  Coffee Hour snacks will be served outdoors.     

Only when we worship on Facebook Livestream and not in-person will  Zoom dial-in  be 
offered. 

Grace Groups meet on Wednesday 5:00 PM (young adults) and Thursday 3:30 PM every other 
week via ZOOM, and Spanish Grace Group meets on Tuesdays at 5:30 PM via conference call; monthly 
Grace Group will meet in the church building following worship one Sunday of the month. For more 
information contact Pastor Michelle via phone or email.  Old Testament Bible Study convenes on 
Wednesdays via conference call. Ad Council will meet Tuesday, April 12, at 5:15 PM on ZOOM.    

 
There  will  be  no  weekly  worship  helps  sent  out  during  April— We  expect  to  

worship  in  our  building  at  10:00  am    every  Sunday !!  Communion  will  be  celebrated  in-
person  and  on  Facebook    April  3.  Annual Work Day 9:00 AM Saturday, April 9. Group Photo, 
Flowering of the Cross, and Kids' Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Resurrection  Sunday, April 
17; please bring cut flowers and two dozen filled plastic Easter eggs !!   And wear your mask !! 
            Worship Leaders for April are Nancy McKittrick (3 & 17) and Philip Martzen (10 & 24). 

 
SAVE  THE  DATE !!  Palm Church 100th Anniversary Celebration will be Sunday, October 9, 2022.  
 
Coronavirus Pandemic Stay-at-Home order began on March 19, 2020.     

 
       

               
 

JOYS  AND  CONCERNS  AMONG  OUR  CHURCH  FAMILY 
Please continue to pray for cancer warriors Jacob dela Montanya, Gerard 

Laquerrier (friend of Pat D.), Linda Gourley (friend of Mary Esmay), Isaac (Robert 
Serios' co-worker), Stella (friend of Nancy), John Lown (Andy's father-in-law), Joy 
McKittrick, and Chase Glosier  (Steve and Kathy Botkin's nephew). 

Please keep Phyllis Martzen, Herb and Rose Abe, Sharon Reindl, Rosalinda 
Vasquez and her family, Winnie Cadiente, Marcia Williams, Katherine Rodriguez and 
her family, Ruth Kurihara, Terry and Nancy McKittrick, Nancy's sister-in-law Kay 
Drouin, Judy Hernandez, Lupe Gonzales, Wilma Conner, Bette Crawford, Sandy 
Hansen, Bill Allen, Fred and Mary Esmay; firefighters, first responders, and health 
care workers; military personnel,  teachers, Dinuba Youth for Christ, Afghan and 
Haitian refugees, Ukraine, migrants,  our country, Open Gate Ministries, and all those 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic  in your prayers. 

Sincere sympathy is extended to Norma Lozano whose brother Ernesto 
Comiso, passed away February 26 in the Philippines of COVID. Her brother-in-law 
Jorge Calija  also died  March 16 in Beeville, Texas, of pneumonia. 

Deepest condolences are offered to family and friends of former Dinuba  
Methodist Pastor Ronald Greilich, who passed away Sunday, March 27, in 
Fresno. Notes of sympathy may be sent to Florence Greilich, 1715 South Cedar 
Avenue, Room # 217-A,  Fresno  93702 . 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

           
Our Christian Café  team prepared  
and served  dinner March 2 at the  
Selma FUMC. Photo is Alex Zaragoza  
and Gracie Suastegui helping serve  
the albondigas and cookies. Other  
members of the Palm Methodist Church 
team are Marian Clifton and Dianne Young. 
Our next turn to serve will be June 1. 
 
Deadline to donate gently-used books  
for our Wilson School Book-Drive  
(Grades TK—6) is May 1.  Please bring  
your books  to the church.  Thanks !! 
 

 
                                                                                                                        

       APRIL   BIRTHDAYS 
 
1—Jeff Fukushima    2—Desiree Domingo    5—Patricia Martzen 
9—Miles Yada   11—Chin Cheak Yu Martzen    12—Cherry Cadiente 
 13—Pablo Rόvere     14—Linda Thomas    15—Paige Mesias  
17—Amy Kiritani ( 93 !! ), Valeria Rodriguez   
19—Duane Abe, Frances Leibert  
24—Nancy McKittrick, Barbara Miller  ( 96 !! ) 
26—Isaac Godinez 
28—Chelley McKittrick Gary 
30—James Hanada, Scott Shaver 
 
 

 
 
 
 
                                            

 
 

    
      WAYS  TO  COMMUNICATE  WITH   PASTOR   MICHELLE 

(805) 233-5796 - michelle.magee@cnumc.org  
 
       My cell phone continues to be the best way to reach me, and please know that you can 
call me; I would love to hear from you !! Let me know how I can pray for you and if you would 
like a visit !! (I will continue to wear a mask indoors for the foreseeable future, and I have 
received the Covid Vaccine.) 
       Other than that, Mondays continue to be my day off. If you have not yet checked out 
our website and Facebook page, please do so !!  
                                                                                                                  --Pastor Michelle 
   palmumc.org                               facebook.com/PalmUMCDinuba  
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                    LISTEN  AND VIEW  PALM  CHURCH   SUNDAY  SERVICES                                 
                     AT  10:00 am  ON  FACEBOOK  LIVESTREAM 

         
                   or you can watch a previously recorded Sunday service. 

 
https://www.facebook.com/PalmUMCDinuba/videos/ 

 
  If you get the Log-in Window, Click on “Not Now.” 
 ►       When the Live Video appears, click on the red  LIVE  button. 

 
Please leave a Facebook comment or click on an "Emoji Bubble," or send 
Pastor Michelle a text (805-233-5796);   OR  call  Marian (559-834-5135 )           
or email ( marianclifton@verizon.net )  for attendance purposes.  
 

ONLY WHEN WE WORSHIP ON FACEBOOK LIVESTREAM AND NOT IN-
PERSON WILL  ZOOM DIAL-IN  BE OFFERED. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

             
                                                         2022 

PALM  CHURCH  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNCIL 
 
Susan Yoshimura---Education Chair, SPRC co-Chair, Ad Board Chair 
 Jerry Munson—Interim Financial Secretary  
Janice Serios—UMW President, SPRC co-Chair, Education co-Chair 
Arthur Anderson—Treasurer 
Nancy McKittrick--Assistant Treasurer, Worship co-Chair 
Marian Clifton—Missions Chair, Recording Secretary  
Derek Fujinaga—Lay Leader, Annual Conference Delegate 
Philip Martzen—Trustees Chair  
Sandy Hansen—Webmaster  
Pastor Michelle Magee—Nominations Chair 
Norma Lozano—Worship co-Chair 
 
 "For who knows the mind of God, and who has given Him counsel?"  
Romans 11:34 
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Pastor:  Michelle Magee 
michelle.magee@cnumc.org          
       cell           805-233-5796 
Newsletter Editor: Marian Clifton 
Webmaster: Sandy Hansen 
Office Hours:  Tuesday 10:30--4:00 
           Thursday  10:30—4:00  
Office Location: 438 West Tulare Street 
Office Phone: 559-591-0746 
     Listen to Pastor Michelle’s sermons at--            
Website: https://palmumc.org   
Church Location: 
         Palm UMC—Tulare and “P” Streets 
Sunday Service: 
    Palm UMC—10:00 AM—Facebook      
         Livestream and  Zoom Worship    
                

             APRIL   2022 
       WORSHIP  TASKS 

 

Worship Leaders 
 Nancy McKittrick 
 Philip Martzen 
  
Communion Steward 
 Marian Clifton 
Greeters 
3 Kathy Lamb 
10 Jerry & Ginger Munson 
17 Winnie Cadiente 
24 Serios family 
   
  

April   Tobans  
*  
  
 

  Helen Ishida's Birthday !! 
         
  Helen Ishida will reach 100 years of 
age on May 9 !!  Her son Craig is organizing 
some ways for us to join in celebrating her 
life remotely !!  He will be at Palm Church on 
Mothers Day, May 8, and will provide a cake 
for us to enjoy on her behalf, and he is 
gathering video greetings to share with her; 
there will be an area in the Social Hall for 
filming greetings as well.   Or if you want, you 
can record yourself and send it to Craig at   
ishtel90@gmail.com  .  You may also bring a 
card that he will take to her. 
           You can call him with any questions at  
510-363-4259, or you can call Helen in the 
days leading up to her birthday at            
559-562-2978 between  10:00 AM—12:00 
noon when she is most alert. 
 Let's help our beloved friend 
celebrate this milestone birthday !! 

 

OPEN  GATE  MINISTRIES 
ON-GOING  NEEDS 

(511 North “K” Street, Dinuba) 
591-1241 

      https://opengatedinuba.com 
Bathroom and Facial Tissue 
Paper Towels 
Feminine Products and Diapers 
Toothbrushes and Toothpaste 
Lotion, Shampoo, and Hairbrushes 
Coffee and Creamer 
Cooking Oil and Sugar 
Juice and Children’s Snacks 
Ziplock Bags (quart and gallon size) 
Aluminum Foil / Plastic Grocery Bags 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 
Socks and Pajamas—all sizes 
 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.palmumc.org/
mailto:ishtel90@gmail.com


Dear Members and Friends of Palm UMC-- 
 

We continue to do our best to care 
for one another through this extended 
season of pandemic. Thanks to everyone for 
maintaining distance, wearing masks, and 
observing all the health and safety protocols 
so we can care well for one another !!  
 

 Every worship service is available 

on Facebook Live !!  Please "like and 

share !!" 

Indoors we will have congregational 

singing and responsive readings with masks.  

  We are using box fans in the 

Sanctuary windows to increase airflow from 

outside, and we have marked alternate pews 

to assure we remain six feet apart from 

others not in our household. 

 

 

 

 

 

All will be expected to wear a mask, to stay 

home if you feel ill, and to please only seat 

one household per pew. 

 Hand sanitizing stations will be easily 

accessible and bathroom sanitizing practices 

will be posted.  

Please pay careful attention to the newsletter 

and weekly messages Marian sends out to 

know where and when to come to worship 

the Lord together !! We will  continue   

10:00 AM as our worship time  indoors or 

online.  

                 --Pastor Michelle 
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PALM  CHURCH  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNCIL 

 
Susan Yoshimura--Education Chair, SPRC co-Chair, Ad Board Chair 
Jerry Munson—Interim Financial Secretary 
Janice Serios—UMW President, SPRC co-Chair, Education co-Chair 
Arthur Anderson—Treasurer 
Nancy McKittrick--Assistant Treasurer, Worship co-Chair 
Marian Clifton—Missions Chair, Recording Secretary  
Derek Fujinaga—Lay Leader, Annual Conference Delegate 
Philip Martzen—Trustees Chair  
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Pastor Michelle Magee—Nominations Chair 
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